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We celebrated the 40th anniversary of The Clarkson School’s founding at
Reunion in July 2018 with a series of special events, including a strategic
planning breakfast; a competitive, but friendly, kickball tournament; and a special
“family dinner.” We heard many stories of adventures and friendships forged
during Schoolie years as alumni in attendance waxed nostalgic, and they fondly
recalled the staff who oversaw their formative experiences.
Sadly, Robert Plane H’85, Clarkson University president emeritus and
first headmaster of TCS in 1978, passed away at the age of 90, shortly after
the Reunion celebration. Bob was unable to attend Reunion, but he sent kind
words and shared some history of the early years of TCS, including the fact
that its inception was actually the inspiration of his wife, Mary. Our thanks and
Jon Goss
sympathy go out to Mary. It was Bob who tapped Gary Kelly to be the next
head of school, and it was Gary who built the School’s reputation as an academically rigorous early
college program over the next two decades. And now, Gary has finally retired for real, having sold his
lovely home on Joe Indian Pond and moved to an apartment in Malta, New York, where he and Betsy
are close to their two daughters and their grandchildren. Gary, Betsy and Casey TCS’96 were at the 40th
anniversary family dinner, and we made our bittersweet goodbyes. Our thanks and congratulations
go to Gary.
Over the past year, TCS students have continued to excel in academics, leadership and service
at Clarkson; that both of the two top students in the 2018 graduating class were Schoolies is
unprecedented. Grayden Shand TCS’15 won the Levinus Clarkson Award and Krissy Govertsen TCS’15
won the Frederica Award. The mean GPA of the Clarkson School Class of 2018 was 3.43 — the highest
it has ever been. Schoolies have also excelled in national and regional design and business competitions,
in major scholarships and in their own startups. You can read about some of their awards and other signal
accomplishments in this issue.
We also continue to hear great things from TCS alumni, whether they stayed at Clarkson or
transferred to other institutions to complete
their undergraduate degrees. However, our
strategic planning process has shown that we
need to do better to engage alumni, as well as
parents. Therefore, we will be proposing some
strategies to include both groups in marketing and
recruitment, and especially in the personal and
professional mentoring of current students. Stay
posted for further communication, and please
feel free to send us any suggestions for how you
would like to be involved!
The Clarkson School Class of 2019

Jon Goss
Head of TCS and Director of the Honors Program

40 Years of Bridging the Gap: The Clarkson School
By Michael P. Griffin MS’00
In August 1978, the first Clarkson School students arrived on the
have ‘Dualies’ now — ‘Schoolies’ dually enrolled in the Honors
downtown campus and moved into Craig and Anton houses, next
Program.” These students arrive at Clarkson earlier in the summer to
to what was then the only Snell Hall. About 20 of the early college
start their research.
students lived in the downtown campus housing, taking their meals at
“This summer, I worked in Professor Silvana Andreescu’s
the student union, Lewis House.
bioanalytical chemistry lab with Abraham Finny, a graduate student,”
Fast forward 40 years to August 2018, as the 65 Clarkson School
says Cindy Jiang TCS’19. “It was really cool to work in an actual
students of the Class of 2019 arrived to live in Newell and Ormsby
lab and conduct real experiments for five weeks. It was a lot of
houses, adjacent to The Clarkson School’s Price Hall offices on the hill.
responsibility and work, but also a lot of fun. I’m glad I had the
The Clarkson School (TCS) is Clarkson’s one-year early college
opportunity to do it.”
Many TCS students come from the Northeast, but there are
program for high academic achievers who are running out of classes
to take in high school or home school and are seeking a way to be
always some students from around the country and world.
“My family emigrated from the former USSR,” says Oleg Dulin
challenged and engaged while completing their first year of college.
After their TCS year, students elect to continue at Clarkson or transfer
TCS’97, ’00, who is now chief architect at ADP. “I am not exaggerating
to another college as a sophomore.
that TCS was a springboard for all of my future life in America. If
“Only a handful of programs have the residential learning
someone were to ask me to describe the best example of America
being the ‘land of opportunity,’ I would not hesitate to say that TCS is
community and early college combination that we do,” says Jon Goss,
one such example. There were a few kids in my group who came from
director and head of TCS. “We’re like a boarding school in a college,
low-income families, rural communities — some were the first in their
but our students are all full-time first-year students.”
The Clarkson School was started by former Clarkson President
families to ever go to college. The Clarkson School was an incredible
opportunity for all of us.”
Robert A. Plane, whose wife, Mary, conceived of the program after
noticing the experience of their own
Admission to TCS is more
daughter as a high school senior.
competitive today, and the students
Over the next four decades,
are more diverse in gender, ethnicity
many alumni would credit their
and majors than is the general
accomplishments in life to their
University student body as a whole.
year at TCS.
The female/male ratio is 60/40,
“The Clarkson School certainly
and TCS students have a higher
played a role in the success I have
average GPA than does the rest of
today,” says Ron Angona TCS’96,
the University student body, with
chief cardiovascular perfusionist
a cumulative GPA of 3.434 for the
at Strong Memorial Hospital in
Class of 2018. “The average TCS
Rochester, New York. “At the
student is on the dean’s list, which is
time, I wasn’t challenged by my
pretty amazing,” says Goss.
More TCS students than ever
high school curriculum and hadn’t
Celebrating 40 years of The Clarkson School
before are staying at Clarkson after
yet formed good habits with
that first year. Today, 60 to 70 percent stay on at the University, up
respect to studying, prioritizing, etc. The Clarkson School provided
from the 50 percent in past years. The remaining students typically go
the foundation upon which I based my subsequent college and
on to other competitive institutions.
professional work habits.”
President Plane served as TCS’s first headmaster, a title that he
Developing alumni engagement and mentorship and service
relinquished in 1981 to TCS Director of Student Life and Counseling
programs for students are at the top of the list for TCS as it looks to
Gary Kelly, who served for the next 22 years. He was followed by
the future. But right now, the Class of 2019 has high hopes for their
Shailindar Singh, David Craig, and, now, Jon Goss, who has served as
Clarkson School year.
“My one hope in attending TCS is that I maintain the motivation
the director and head of TCS since 2010.
While some things remain the same after four decades, some
and excitement about my education that I found so difficult to hold
are different. We still have family dinners, but not every week,” says
on to in high school,” says Morgan McGrath TCS’19 of Pittsford,
Brenda Kozsan ’87, MBA’90 associate head of TCS. “And today
New York. “I think that by putting myself in a college environment,
our students participate in personal and professional development
surrounded by academically motivated students, my curiosity and
workshops, field trips and a first-year seminar class. We also offer an
passion for learning will only grow.
“Academically driven students are great people to have by your
international option during spring break.”
“Another change is our relatively new partnership with the
side in college, and TCS is designed to allow young students to use
Honors Program,” says Goss, who is also the Honors director. “We
their own passions to motivate each other,” she adds.
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In Memoriam
Robert Plane H’85, cofounder of The Clarkson School, Clarkson University president emeritus and former trustee,
passed away on August 6, 2018, at the age of 90.
Bob received a bachelor’s in chemistry from Evansville College and a master’s and PhD from the University of
Chicago. He joined Cornell University as a chemistry instructor after graduation, eventually becoming chair of the
chemistry department and then provost of Cornell.
In 1974, Bob joined the then Thomas S. Clarkson Memorial College of Technology as president. During his
tenure, the University underwent unprecedented growth and received university status from the New York State
Board of Regents. Bob spearheaded several fundraising campaigns that allowed for new buildings and renovations on
campus. He will be remembered fondly by The Clarkson School.

Bob Plane

Former and Current Staff News
Gary Kelly, former head of The Clarkson
School, has announced his “re-retirement.”
In 1975, Gary was director of the Student
Development Center, Clarkson’s first
counseling center. Robert Plane, president
of Clarkson at the time, chose Gary to be
part of a team charged with developing
an early-college opportunity for talented
high school students. The committee’s
deliberations evolved into The Clarkson
School, which formally opened in the fall
of 1978 with 21 students. Bob served as
the first headmaster, inviting Gary to serve
in that position in 1982, a post Gary held
for the next 22 years. During that time, he
simultaneously served as associate dean
of students and then as vice president for
student affairs for the University. Gary
first retired from his administrative duties
in 2005, but continued to serve on the
faculties of the Department of Psychology
and the Honors Program.
At the end of May 2018, Gary

announced that he would be no longer
be teaching in the classroom and would
be leaving the campus as part of his
re-retirement. Although he continues
to develop and offer online psychology
courses for the University, he and his wife
Betsy have moved to a new home in Malta,
New York, just south of Saratoga Springs.
He shared with us news of this latest phase
of his life:
“This past summer, as I packed up
my Clarkson office for the last time and
we prepared to sell our house, it was
both amazing and satisfying to attend
The Clarkson School’s 40th Anniversary
Reunion celebration. It always amazes me
how quickly the years pass by. My sense
of comfort came from knowing that this
innovative educational experiment not only
survived some of its early growing pains,
but has continued to flourish as a respected
and integral part of the University. Our
daughters Casey TCS’96 and Chelsea grew
up with TCS and
attended all of the
memorable events of
TCS’s first 20 years.
The students of TCS
have long been part
of our extended
family, and to share
in their successes and
losses has been
a poignant part of
our lives.
“I’ve never been
particularly excited
about retirement
since I’ve loved
(l-r) Chelsea Wilson, Beau Wilson, Gary and Betsy Kelly, Cece
my work so much
Walter, and Casey (Kelly) Walter TCS’96

and because I can think of nothing more
satisfying than working with bright and
creative young people. But family has been
the other joy of my life. Chelsea has been
living and working in Clifton Park, New
York, since soon after she completed her
graduate work in counseling, and Casey left
Boston for Saratoga Springs two years ago.
Both of them had babies in the summer
of 2014, and Betsy and I were suddenly
blessed with Chelsea’s Beauden Gary
Wilson and Casey’s Cecelia Kelly Walter,
who are about to turn five. Betsy and I
knew we had to be part of their lives.
“It wasn’t easy to say goodbye to my
ongoing interaction with students, but I
knew that it was time to begin the next
phase of my life. We kept an apartment
near our children for three years and have
now moved into our new townhouse.
My online courses keep me in touch with
Clarkson students. Having kept up with
the continuing education required to keep
renewing my license as a mental health
counselor, I took a job as a therapist for
Karner Psychological Associates three
days a week. Much of my practice involves
working with interesting adolescents
and young adults. My extended family
continues to expand!
“Life has been a series of exciting
transitions for me. Cardio workouts at
the Y and the workout routine that my
trainer has prescribed for me are keeping
me healthy, but nothing is better than
being able to be productive and involved
with good people. And nothing beats
hearing my grandchildren call out ‘Poppie!’
when they see me.”
(continued on page 4)
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Alumni Commencement Speaker
Pamela (Foster) Albert TCS’96
Pamela (Foster) Albert TCS’96, will be our alumni guest speaker for the 2019 Clarkson School
Commencement in May. Pam returned to Clarkson in July 2018 to celebrate TCS’s 40th year and
recounted her story of wanting to attend TCS in the fall of 1995. “No way,” her mother said. As
an antsy, motivated, type-A high school junior, Pam was ready to “get on with life.” Upon arrival
to TCS, she joined the Clarkson Outing Club, through which she went rock climbing, spelunking
(caving) in the Adirondacks and downhill skiing.
After TCS, Pam attended Colorado College, where she studied biology and environmental
studies. She spent a semester in Tanzania, East Africa; a summer in Italy, when she traveled
around Europe; weekends skiing in the Rockies; and time road tripping around the West. She
Pamela (Foster) Albert
then completed the Master of Public Health program at the Tufts University School of Medicine,
studying epidemiology and biostatistics.
After working as a cardiovascular health epidemiologist, she decided to follow her passion for stationery and purchased Papier
Gourmet, a fine stationery company in Portland, Maine. After nine years of business ownership and welcoming her two sons, Pam sold
Papier Gourmet. She went on to work as a chronic disease epidemiologist and is a Rodan + Fields® skincare consultant.
(continued from Former and Current Staff News, page 3)

Brenda Kozsan ’87, MBA’90, associate head of The Clarkson School,
served as the director of administration and student affairs at TCS
from 1994-2000. She left to pursue a position as associate director
and then director of the graduate business program at Clarkson,
and then returned to TCS in 2009 because she missed working
with younger students. Both of her children continue the legacy
of studying at Clarkson for their undergraduate degrees. Zach, her
eldest, will be graduating as an engineering & management major this
May 2019. Her youngest son, Nick, is pursuing a major in innovation
and entrepreneurship and will be a junior this fall. “The years have
flown by, but I have so many fond memories of our students” she
says, joking, “In the early years, the students
thought of me as their older sister and
now as a second mother. When they start
saying I remind them of their grandmother,
it may be time to retire!” She has enjoyed
reconnecting with alumni over the years
and keeps in touch with them mainly
through Facebook and LinkedIn.
Kathleen O’Leary, associate director for
student life and alumni relations, has been
with The Clarkson School and Honors
Program since 2014. She organizes
Orientation, housing, student events and
programming and supervises the Clarkson
School house advisors. Kathleen’s favorite experience in her job so
far was celebrating the TCS 40th Anniversary Reunion last summer
and hearing about the adventures of former Schoolies and how
the TCS experience influenced the direction of their lives. Kathleen
lives in Colton with her husband and daughter and has loved taking
advantage of hiking and snowshoeing in the Adirondacks.
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Matthew Rutherford ’99, director of Clarkson School admission,
joined the Clarkson School in 2008 after his role as an assistant
director with the University first-year admission team and as a
manager in private industry. He currently resides in Waddington
with his wife, Leslie, and two children, Gabriel and Ava. Gabe is
currently in his junior year of high school and is strongly considering
making Clarkson his undergraduate school of choice. Ava is finishing
eighth grade and is passionate about music and theater. When Matt
is not assisting families in exploring all the benefits of starting college
early, he enjoys golfing, boating, traveling with his family and making
fun of Brenda.
Annette Green, office manager of Clarkson School admission, served
as administrative assistant in the Clarkson School of Science from
1987–96 and joined The Clarkson School as office manager in 1996.
Her daughter, Debbie TCS’01, ’04 graduating with a psychology
degree, and then went on to receive her nursing degree as she enjoys
working in the medical field. Annette has two grandsons (Stephen and
Alexander) who keep her busy and are often in the office “helping”
her. Her husband, Steve, and her family enjoy their summers on the
Raquette River kayaking, tubing, fishing and swimming. The typical
Northern New York summers are spent with bonfires, barbecues,
music and time with family and friends. As for TCS and the Schoolies,
it never ceases to amaze Annette how self-motivated they are and
how they go on to achieve great things. She has worked at TCS long
enough to remember when having a car was a privilege. Students
needed to “leave their keys at the desk” and ask for their keys and get
permission to take other Schoolies for a ride. Times have changed,
and students no longer need to have permission for a car, but some
things remain the same. Students still arrive each year who are selfmotivated and accomplish incredible things. Annette says, “I truly
enjoy working at TCS and will for many years to come.”

Alumni and Current Student News
Award Winners
Woodstock Award — Anahita Williamson
TCS’95, ’98, MS’02, PhD’06
At the 2018 Reunion, Anahita Williamson
received the Woodstock Award, that
is presented to an alum who has
demonstrated leadership in a profession
and at Clarkson University. After
attending TCS and then completing her
undergraduate studies, Anahita remained
Anahita Williamson
at Clarkson to pursue her MS and PhD
degrees. She is currently the director of the Division of Environmental
Science and Assessment at EPA Region 2 and oversees a staff of
63. She is responsible for planning, organizing, directing, controlling
and coordinating the implementation of Regions 2’s environmental
science and assessment programs. Prior to joining the EPA, Anahita
served as the director of the NYS Pollution Prevention Institute at
Rochester Institute of Technology and as a senior engineer at Xerox.
Congratulations to Anahita on this young alumni achievement.
2018 Levinus Clarkson Award —
Grayden Shand, TCS’15, ’18
Grayden Shand received his initial exposure to
entrepreneurship through a startup business,
FourScore Apparel. He completed three
marketing internships with Fuse Marketing,
the Vermont Fresh Network and Veritas
Prime. With Associate Professor of Economics
& Financial Studies Bebonchu Atems, Grayden
Grayden Shand
researched the empirical relationship between
entrepreneurship and income inequality in his junior and senior years.
This research ultimately culminated in publication in the Journal
of Small Business Economics in January. He is currently pursuing a
Master of Science in Data Analytics at Clarkson.
2018 Frederica Award —
Krissy Govertsen TCS’15, ’18
Krissy Govertsen held numerous
leadership positions on campus, including
serving as class president and as an officer
for the American Society of Civil Engineers
(ASCE) student chapter. She completed
two internships and performed market
research for her Honors thesis, as well as
Krissy Govertsen
for her business, SMART Start House LLC.
She earned the Esprit de Corps award in the clean technology track
at the New York State Business Plan Competition. Krissy is pursuing
a master of science degree in sustainable building systems and an
interdisciplinary PhD at Northeastern University in Boston.

Goldwater Scholar — David Russell TCS’17, ’20
David is currently in the Honors Program, pursuing a degree in
electrical engineering and computer science. He was named 2018-19
Goldwater Scholar. David began his research with Assistant
Professors of Computer Science Sean and Natasha Banerjee the
summer before his Clarkson School year and has continued in their
lab, exploring 3D motion capture as well as combining the information
from thermal and depth cameras to generate predictive models of
everyday phenomena.

Competitors
AIAA International Competition —
Cain Rodriguez TCS’18, Julie Helthaler TCS’18
Cain and Julie were part of Clarkson’s DesignBuild-Fly team, which entered one of the
lightest planes (just 8 ounces) in the American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)
Cain Rodriguez
Design-Build-Fly student competition held in
Wichita, Kansas, last spring. The innovative
design earned their team a first-place finish
over 77 teams from 160 countries for their
first-ever win in the international competition.
The Clarkson teams’ radio-controlled place was
made primarily of foam and had a wingspan
that was just 9 inches. Under the AIAA scoring
Julie Helthaler
system, this short wingspan and the plane’s
light weight provided an advantage. The team’s design paper was
graded prior to the competition and was ranked second, which
also contributed in the winning score formula. While Cain and Julie
decided not to remain at Clarkson after their TCS year, they are doing
well at their current institutions. Cain is attending Syracuse University
and Julie is attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. They are both
pursuing degrees in aerospace engineering.
North Country Regional
Plan Business Plan
Competition —
David Russell TCS’17,
Jada Flanagan TCS’18
David and Jada participated
among a total of 25 teams in
the North Country Regional
Business Plan Competition
(l-r) David Russell, Jada Flanagan and
held at Clarkson in the
Erin Draper of Clarkson Ignite
Student Center on April
6, 2018. The competition is an annual opportunity for students to
pitch their business ideas and receive feedback and, potentially,
seed funding. As winners, David and Jada had to meet with a
representative from the Shipley Center for Innovation at Clarkson to
set milestones and learn how to effectively utilize the startup funding.
(continued on page 6)
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(continued from Alumni and Current Student News, page 5)

Entrepreneurs

Researchers

Nick Begin TCS’00, ’03 cofounded Veritas
Morgan McGrath TCS’19 of Rochester
Prime (veritasprime.com) in 2013, a company
suburb Pittsford, New York, came to The
that specializes in helping its customers use
Clarkson School ready for not only a break
SAP SuccessFactors, a cloud-based software
in the monotony of high school, but also
used to manage personnel. The company,
for the academic and social challenges and
recently named on Inc. magazine’s 2018
opportunities that college brings As one of
national list of the 5,000 fastest growing
our current “Dualies” (enrolled simultaneously
private companies, has doubled in size every
in TCS and the Honors Program), Morgan is
year and now has 50 employees and offices
currently working in Professor Susan Bailey’s
Nick Begin
Morgan McGrath
in three U.S. cities, as well as in London,
evolutionary microbiology lab with other
England, and Lima, Peru. The founders attribute this rapid growth
current and former Schoolies, examining how environmental
and success to starting with the best possible foundation. The
heterogeneity impacts the evolution of bacteria in order to
company’s name is based on the Latin words truth and excellence
determine the usability of simple laboratory environments to
— the core principles of the organization. Veritas Prime runs a
reflect the complex evolutionary processes of the natural world.
paid internship program that is exclusive to Clarkson students
When Morgan is not in class or doing research, she rows for
and includes remote and on-site opportunities. The company has
Clarkson Crew and participates in Pep Band (a club that has
harvested about half of its employees from Clarkson through this
become very popular among TCS and Honors students!). Morgan
unique program.
plans to continue to pursue her degree at Fordham University.
Garrett Kopp TCS’16, founder and CEO of Birch Boys Chaga, a
company that uses the chaga mushroom to make antioxidant
teas, coffee, soap and more, continues to expand his business.
Clarkson knows that supporting entrepreneurs as they pursue
degrees requires a unique approach. So when Garrett asked
to take the fall 2016 semester off to pursue his business, the
University allowed him to take a co-op under the direction of
the Reh Center for Entrepreneurship. During the co-op, Garrett
launched new products, hired employees and began scaling the
business. Since then, Garrett has signed on capital investors and,
in April 2018, opened a retail store in Tupper Lake, New York.
Josh Parker TCS’15, founder and CEO of Parker’s Real Maple
in Canton, New York, moved his manufacturing and shipping
operations to the St. Lawrence County Industrial Development
Agency in the Canton Industrial Park. Josh appeared on Shark
Tank in October 2016. He currently has 20
employees, and his products are sold by large
national retailers such as Costco, Whole Foods and
Wegmans. While at Clarkson, Josh met weekly with
Erin Draper in the Reh Center for Entrepreneurship
through the Young Entrepreneurs and Innovators
program, had an office in the Peyton Hall incubator
and worked with the Shipley Center for Innovation
to begin scaling manufacturing operations.

Garrett Kopp displays a chaga mushroom

President Tony Collins (far left) with Josh Parker (far right)
and family at the Clarkson Shark Tank viewing
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Alumni Updates
Mark Jacobs TCS’86 is a
grandfather! His daughter
gave birth to a beautiful boy,
William. He also got his first
pair of glasses — progressive
lenses even — and definitely
feels old, but running Longview
School keeps him young
(longviewschool.org). He misses
his Schoolie classmates!
Talicia Raggs TCS’90 is still
working on NCIS: New Orleans
and bought a new house!
Chad Thiemann TCS’90 recently
completed an Executive Master
in Cybersecurity from Brown
University. Chad will leverage
this degree at CVS Health,
where he aids in the compliance
and oversight of the company’s
privacy and cybersecurity risks
and controls.
Dawn-Marie Turner TCS’91 is
now president of her family’s
business, Hemmingford
Aerospace, in Hemmingford,
Quebec, Canada. Their
90-person team manufactures
high-precision parts and
assemblies for the aerospace
industry. She also bought a home
with her fiancé and moved to
Montreal’s south shore, where
they are raising their four
(combined) teenage boys.

Robert Tompkins TCS’01, ’07,
after graduating with a bachelor’s
in computer science from
Clarkson, moved to New York
City, where he has worked for
multiple software startups. He
married his wife Antoinette, who
also attended Clarkson, and they
have two boys, 6 and 3 years old.
He works for a large software
company in the CRM space.

the city with their four dogs and
cat. She’s planning a two-week
vacation to Ireland this spring!
Crazy that it’s been 11 years!

Allison (Jerabeck) Walts TCS’04,
’08 lives in Skaneateles, New
York, with her husband of
almost five years, Jeremy, and
their 2-year-old son, James.
Allison is an active alumna of
Phi Sigma Sigma.

Tynia Davis TCS’13, ’16 is
pursuing an online master’s in
marriage and family therapy
at Northcentral University. She
is an administrative specialist
II for the Department of
Commerce, Office of Security,
Investigations and Threat
Management Division. She plans
to go to Africa and other places
abroad this year.

Stephanie (Light) Eames TCS’04
is active in the field of perinatal
mental health. She started the
Vermont chapter of Postpartum
Support International, where
she serves as chair of the board,
and is a postpartum specialist
at a local family center. On the
side, she works with nonprofits
on information and knowledge
management as the owner of
Pond Consulting and also advises
companies on family-friendly
policies and practices.

Jennifer (McDonald)
Slack TCS’06 currently in
Charlottesville, Virginia,
opened a National Association
Scott Aaronson TCS’97 is now
for the Education of Young
the David J. Bruton Jr. Centennial Children-accredited early
Professor of Computer Science
childhood education program
at the University of Texas at
in 2011. Jennifer’s school uses
Austin, having moved from MIT
Holacracy, and, in 2018, she
in 2016. He continues to work
became a certified Holacracy
on quantum computation and
coach. Check out the school at
is excited to build a quantum
ourneighborhood.community.
computing presence at UT. He
and his wife, fellow UT computer Jacob Torrey TCS’07, ’10, MS’15
is recently married and lives
science professor Dana
just outside of Washington,
Moshkovitz Aaronson, have two
children: Lily, 6, and Daniel, soon D.C., working as a program
manager at DARPA. He is still
to turn 2.
an avid traveler, working toward
June Shen-Epstein TCS’97 is
70 countries visited, and he
still basking in the lake and
spent his honeymoon skiing and
mountains of Burlington,
explored Japan over the holidays.
Vermont! She is now a designer
He ran the JFK 50 Mile last
at Burton Snowboards.
fall, and is training for the
Vermont 100 Mile Endurance
Bridget Berry (née Dyer) TCS’01, Race this summer.
’06 married Joshua Berry in June
2017 in Colorado. She is still
Maureen S. McDermott, DVM
with Lockheed Martin Space and TCS’08, ’10 is working as an
spent December 2018 launching emergency/inpatient care
and initializing the first GPS III
veterinarian (dream job!) at a
vehicle, built by Lockheed Martin specialty hospital near Boston.
and launched atop a SpaceX
She and her boyfriend are selling
Falcon 9 rocket.
their house and moving closer to

Brittany Wilkins TCS’08, ’11
shares that life after The
Clarkson School has had its ups
and downs. “I’m employed as a
truck driver, and I love what I do.
I’m still defying convention!”

John Lindsay TCS’13 is
currently a research associate
at Nathan Associates, where
he serves as a consultant to
the U.S. Department of State
and the United States Trade
Representative, supporting
trade negotiations in both Latin
American and Southeast Asia. He
married his long-time partner,
Jaclyn, in April and is preparing
to move to Oxford, England, in
the fall.
Vitontonio (Tony) Carmalitano
TCS’13, ’16 graduated from
Clarkson in May 2016 and,
after working some odd jobs
and getting married, started
working at Microsoft in February
2017. He has the incredible
fortune to travel and work
across the country with brilliant
individuals to build solutions
using the industry’s latest
tech. Tony’s advice: Recruiters
are far more interested in the
projects you do outside of your
curriculum. Find your passion
project and run with it!
Annie Helfgott TCS’13, ’16
has moved back to the East
Coast and is now working as
a residential life coordinator
at Juniata College in Central
Pennsylvania.
Krissy Govertsen TCS’15, ’18
is at Northeastern University,
pursuing a master’s in
sustainable building systems
and an interdisciplinary PhD.
She is doing thermal modeling,
using smart thermostat data of

residences to quantify passive
survivability during extreme
weather events. She recently
joined the U.S. Green Building
Council New York Upstate
Market Leadership Advisory
Board. She has also guest
lectured at Berkshire School’s
Pro Vita on sustainability in the
built environment and daily life.
She is staying busy in Boston for
sure! Hope everyone is well.
Courtney Maki TCS’15, ’18 is
working for Epic in Wisconsin —
healthcare software, not
video games — but it’s still
awesome! She recently got
engaged to Joshua Beauregard,
another Clarkson student.
Kristina Kolibab TCS’16, ’19 will
be going home to Washington
state for a few months to stay
with family and friends after
graduating from Clarkson this
May. She will then start fulltime with IBM as a software
developer, with plans to visit
Iceland with some friends in
August. Overall, she is very
excited about her post-grad life!
Erin Conner TCS’17 completed
one more semester at Clarkson
before she transferred to
Northeastern University to
pursue a degree in neuroscience.
She joined the Division I
rowing team, researched
neurodegenerative diseases
using MRI in the Center for
Translational NeuroImaging and
spent weekends hiking the White
Mountains in New Hampshire.
This semester, Erin has a co-op
with Harvard Medical School,
researching memory replay. This
opportunity, along with others,
has helped her continue to work
toward her dream of becoming
a doctor. Her fondest memories
at TCS include watching movies
in the common room, doing
research with Dr. Dowman and
throwing birthday parties on
Ormsby 3.
Jada Flanagan TCS’18 has been
lucky enough to be studying
abroad in Edinburgh, Scotland,
this semester. She’s traveled to
four countries in Europe and
will have made her way to 13
more before the semester is
over! To travel is to live — freely,
courageously, beautifully.
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Alumni Scholarships for The Clarkson School
Some students who apply to The Clarkson School lack the financial means to attend. Your contribution as an alum to these scholarships is
crucial. By sustaining these scholarships, you’re giving deserving students the opportunity to learn and do more — and to start now, when
they’re ready. Your opportunities to assist in this venture include the following:

Alumni Family Award

Students with a brother, sister, aunt, uncle
or cousin who attended TCS or Clarkson
University can qualify for a $500 award.

Alumni Legacy Award

Students with a mother, father, grandfather
or grandmother who attended TCS or
Clarkson University can qualify for a
$1,000 scholarship. Only one award will be
granted, regardless of the number of legacy
connections.

The Clarkson School
Alumni Referral Award
This award is given to a student who has
been referred to TCS by an alum. The
recipient will receive $1,000 per year over
four years at TCS and Clarkson University.
A student can only receive one award,
regardless of the number of referrals.

Connect — and Reconnect — with Schoolies
on Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter
Clarkson University does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, color, creed, religion, national origin, age, disability, sexual
orientation, veteran or marital status in provision of educational opportunity or employment opportunities.
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